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"Indigenous " 15 not one of sweezing general:

I dopgli rather o specific populations and communs

certain parts of cthe world. India has =zeean a melting

races and ethnlic groups from the earliest periods of ?
Alstery.  The apgplicatiza of the term "Iandigenous Pecpiz” -z
the situation in ndiz weuld ae inaccurats because the z2ntirs
zlalio Tor of Indis ow fean Ii¥ing ¢f 1%z iasds for khe

320 ' ; thase Heople arz indigenous to
coEnT - maxe a distincticn petween indigen
and d be artificial and spuricus, whers
India here have been several statements ir
the Working ue 1y with the subjsct of Scheduled Ca =
ancd Scheduled Trizes. There has heen an attempt to eo 2
these terms with the ta2rm "Indigenous People". For the raa g

cited above, this is incorrect.

3. The caste svstem originated in the division of 1

in ancisnt times Twing te historical factsrs, a large z=2

of 1India' remained underprivileged and wi:
access social opport"t'ty. Independenz

Was ac of this problem lzaft over from the

I¥ is not often racalled that it was the Constitut: 5
Independent India which first abolished the ' £
untouchability in an; orm and made its practice a _pur =
cifencse. The s=ct of Indian society 2
disadvantaged were zcnstitufionally wcegrnised as the Schadulss
Castes and Schedulzd Tribes and special provisions, perhats
aregualled elsewhere in the world, were made to promote : b
rigats and intarss:s, The assertion that the term 'Schedu
Castes and Scheduled Tribes' iz discriminatory is absurd zac

it rerars merelr tg the Schedule ¢of the Constitution whs
szecial provisicns are made for persons belenging tg -
cemmunities. Thers sas 2 deliperate intent in making protec
legizslazion for +the 5Scheduled Castes and Schedulsdd Tr:

1t was not merely a Juestion of welfare of the underpr1v1le

it was a cguestion of theilr empowerment. Seats are res

in the elected Lower Heuse of Parliament for the Sches
Castes and Schecdulzd Tribes, The number oI such seats i:
state ©I Unilcn Territory is reguired 2o bs proporticnac:

the perusaten of Zohedulad Castes and Scheduled Tribes in -—ne
arszas, No o ones sucasht a2 member of these groups may con

fer a seat in Parl:ament or in the S%ate Lagislature frcn
constiftuencizs,

<. aparz Irom constituencies, in some of the z
of the Unicn wh eduled Tribes ars in a majority, =
State ueq"s1:fdres zre 2ntirely composed oI persons b el
e EH A ' not a memb 2
Scheduled tien. Apar o
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5. The Naticnal Commiss.on for Schedulsa B
Tribes hasz alsc been 2or uted  under

Censtitutizsn  and ‘
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6. The National Develcoment Plan conta SET 0 B
Plan and a 3vpecial Compeonent Plan fer Sch =8 2
separate targets under che Xey economic an SemEEEE

The schemes include iiterzsy oprogrammes, 1ins 248
underprivileged students and employment gene grammss.
Therefore, to make the asserzion that underp leged groucTs
are threat=ned is to deviate from the f£ruth. Ilsoaticme 22
genocicde ares so unbelievabla2 that it 1s not mv intenctiorn <o

even consider refutation. References have bhesn made
Sardar Sarovar project in Western India. The rehabi
package for these affected by the project is ons of
made availakle by any developing countrv. Turthermore
Government has been encaged in f£ree and frank

with those invelved including voluntary organisat
state governments concerned.

7. Disvaraging referencazs +to the Government's sincars
attempt to resolve amicably the issues inveolved in the Bcdce
and Jharkhand matters, within the constitutioral framewors
and territorial integrity of ZIndia, are something which =
delegation regrats. These ars matters entirs VRS S
national competence of India,

B This brings me to a matter of grave concern:
appearance inn this foram of ons heading armed 3rcou

spread terrcr. We are asitoni ¢ that the sc-czllzd @
Sccialist Council of Nagzland CN) has spoxen 3t this

This illegal armed group 1z o secessicnist. It nas

531 perscns in the Nerth =a states of India in t

9 vyears Zt is xenophchlic in nature and has 2ot he

to kill aven members of other Naga tribes #£5r which

regarded wth repugnance. AS recently a
slaughtared 26 persons in <Chardel distri



Indian Statz of Nagaland was

ST e B
Successive zovernments of  vao-. tha
Nagas from acong themselves. Cage
Legislaturs are reserved ::-- otar
turnout in the 7993 Assembly aims
of the NE8CN tc speak for the . nese
unshakeable facts and by =n @ai ol
rssEnd. Their presence in o sues
wortn pondering abecut eon the T
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